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Setup of the SCSIET virtual machine consists of four steps: 

1. Installing the VirtualBox management software 
2. Copying the virtual machine configuration files 
3. Modifying the configuration files (if necessary) 
4. Adding the virtual machine to the VirtualBox manager 

 

Important Note 
This software only works on Intel-based systems. If you are using a Mac with an M1 or M2 
processor (Apple Silicon), this virtual machine will not work. However, you can still work with 
program files written in lab, as the software tools have versions that work with Apple products. 
 

Installing the Management Software 
Note: This is already done in the lab, so this step can be skipped there. 
 
In order to use the virtual machine, the VirtualBox management software must first be installed. 
Begin by going to https://virtualbox.org and clicking on the large Download button. 
 
Click on the link for your system (“Windows hosts” or “macOS / Intel hosts”) and download the 
file. Once downloaded, run the installation program. 

 
 
  

 

https://virtualbox.org/


The installation program has several options / choices to select from. You can simply click on 
“Next” throughout to choose default settings. 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
You can either uncheck the “Start Oracle VM…” box or close the manager once it starts. 



Once completed, return to the web browser and click on the “All supported platforms” link for 
the VirtualBox Extension Pack. Then, launch that file to install it. 
 

 
 
The VirtualBox manager software installs the extension pack. Click on the “Install” button to 
start the process. 
Note: Windows may ask for permission to install this file. Click Yes if asked. 

 

 



 
You will need to agree to the PUEL. Feel free to read through it; you will need to scroll to the 
bottom of the agreement in order to activate the “I Agree” button. 

 
 
Once completed, you will see the VirtualBox manager software. At this point, the installation of 
this software is completed. A shortcut is placed on the desktop for future use. 
  



Copying the Configuration Files 
The second step is to copy the configuration files onto your system. On the USB drive, there are 
two folders: 

• SCSIET 2024/Configurations/Windows 

• SCSIET 2024/Configurations/MacOS (Intel) 
 
Copy the appropriate folder to your system. Although this folder can go anywhere on your 
system, it is recommended to place the folder either on your desktop or in your Documents 
folder. 
 
That completes the next setup step. 

Two Warnings 
• DO NOT COPY THE CONFIGURATION TO YOUR ONEDRIVE 

Since OneDrive follows you from machine to machine, you will be forced to use one 
configuration that might not work on a different machine 

• DO NOT USE THE ORIGINAL CONFIGURATION FILES ON THE USB 
You must make a copy of the proper folder; again, not doing this forces you to use the 
same configuration on all machines 

Modifying the Configuration Files 
The virtual machine assumes that on a Windows system, the USB drive will be the E:\ drive. 
While this is the case in the lab, your mileage may vary at home or on your laptop. If it shows up 
as a different drive (e.g., the D:\ drive), you will need to modify the configuration file, as it 
assumes that the virtual disk drives (two large files that take up most of the USB drive space) 
are on the E:\ drive. 
 
If your USB drive is the E:\ drive, you can skip this step. 
 
  



To modify the configuration file, open it with Notepad (just once!). 

 
 

 



You will need to make exactly three changes to the file (insert Monty Python and the Holy Grail 
reference if you wish). The E:\ drive is referenced three times to specify files. Change these 
three instances to the drive letter your drive is using. DO NOT CHANGE ANYTHING ELSE! 

 

 
 
Save the file and close Notepad. 
 



Note: Windows can be told to always use the same drive letter for a USB drive. You can do this 
on your laptop or home machine, but we do not have permission to do this in the lab. 
 
This completes the modification step. 
 

Adding the Virtual Machine 
The last step is to add the virtual machine to the manager. Launch the VirtualBox manager if it 
isn’t already running. 

 
 
Once running, click on the “Add” button. 

 
  



Navigate to the SCSIET Virtual Machine folder that you copied onto your system. DO NOT USE 
THE FOLDER ON THE USB DRIVE! 
 
Double-click on the configuration file to complete the process. 

 
 
Setup is now complete. 
  



Starting the Virtual Machine 
To start the virtual machine, launch the VirtualBox manager. 
 
Once the manager window appears, click on the “Start” button to start the virtual machine. 

 
 
Note: On your home system or laptop, when starting the virtual machine you may get an error 
message about virtualization not being enabled. If this occurs, you will need to enable 
virtualization on your device. This is beyond the scope of this document, as the process is 
different for each device. Consult your owners manual or the web for information on how to set 
up your device. Fortunately, this is a one-time operation. 
 

Shutting Down the Virtual Machine 
It is extremely important to shut the virtual machine down properly. Not doing so will 
eventually corrupt the system files and you will not be able to start the VM. 
 
To begin the shutdown process, first close all running programs and windows. Next, click on the 
shutdown button in the top right corner of the VM window. DO NOT CLICK ON THE X! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Next, click on the power button, then select “Power Off…” 

 
 

Click here 



Next, select “Power Off” one last time to shut down the virtual machine. 

 
 

WARNING 
Do not close down the virtual machine by clicking on the X (or the red circle on MacOS 
systems). Doing so is guaranteed to eventually corrupt the virtual system’s files and will prevent 
your virtual system from starting. 


